
Single-Season Tigers Home Run Leaders: Top 22 

The Detroit Tigers have been in existence since 1901, yet fans have only seen 11 different 

seasons with 40-plus home runs happen in franchise history. Among Tigers home run leaders, 

just two went above the half-century mark and six of them happened before 1965. 

Who graces Detroit's single-season franchise leaderboard at the moment? We're glad you asked. 

Scroll down and find out. Once you're done, check out the Tigers' all-time leaderboard, too. 

Tigers Home Run Leaders: Top 5 

Hank Greenberg: 58 Home Runs in 1938 

If we look at each MLB team's single-season home run record, Hank Greenberg's 1938 

performance is the second-oldest record (Jimmie Foxx's 58 in 1932 for the Oakland A's is the 

oldest). It's also still among the most home runs in a season in MLB history. Greenberg played 

just 13 years in the big leagues and lost three in his early 30s to fight in World War II, but boy oh 

boy did he make his limited time count. If we take out the 1936 season because he only played 

12 games, his homer progression to this franchise record is essentially a straight line. 

The first baseman went from hitting 12 in 1933 to 26 in 1934 and 36 in 1935. He came back in 

1937 to hit 40 before reaching 58 the following season. 

He was already having quite a powerful year heading into the 1938 All-Star break, as Greenberg 

slashed .294/.425/.620 with 22 home runs and 48 RBI in 314 plate appearances. But seriously, 

check out what he did just 367 plate appearances following the break: he slashed .332/.449/.738 

with 36 (!) homers and 99 (!!) RBI. Greenberg also added in 84 runs scored for good measure. 
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Cecil Fielder: 51 Home Runs in 1990 

Cecil Fielder clearly found something in Japan when he played there for a year in 1989. Before 

heading out there, his career-high for homers was just 14 (although he never earned more than 

197 plate appearances in a season). After hitting 38 dingers across the Pacific Ocean, he came 

back in 1990 and led the league with 51 dingers as a 26-year-old. And then he led the league 

again the following year with 44 homers. Fielder also led the league from 1990-92 in RBI. 

At least in 1990, Fielder was definitely one of those guys who liked to play the field while they 

were hitting. Of his 673 total plate appearances, 62 came as a designated hitter, and the results 

were...not good. He slashed .179/.258/.375 with just three homers and six RBI. On the other 

hand, he hit .290/.390/.619 with 48 homers and 126 RBI as Detroit's first baseman. 

This was the start of seven straight seasons with at least 28 home runs, with six of those 

campaigns ending with 30-plus taters. 
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Rocky Colavito: 45 Home Runs in 1961 

Rocky Colavito was just in the middle of his power prime upon joining the Tigers in 1960. This 

45-homer performance in '61 was the third time he surpassed 40 in four years, and it was the 

fourth of five straight years he hit at least 30. His 1961 season is notable because it's on this list, 

and the 45 homers and 140 RBI he collected both ended up being single-season career-high 

marks. This was also just a couple of years removed from hitting 4 home runs in a game. 

For whatever reason, the middle of the game (between the fourth and sixth innings) was 

Colavito's favorite. His 1.208 OPS during this period was nearly 400 points better than what he 

did in innings 1-3 and 7-9. This period also contained his most homers (22) and RBI (60) on his 

way to setting the franchise homer record for left fielders. 

Miguel Cabrera: 44 Home Runs in 2012 and 2013 

Miguel Cabrera has put together a ton of great years throughout his MLB career, but none were 

better than what he did for the Tigers in 2012 and 2013, which helped make him getting on this 

exclusive home run list possible. . These were the only years he produced more than 7.0 fWAR 

in a season (he combined for 15.9 over this stretch), he took home AL MVP honors two straight 

years, and captured a Triple Crown in 2012 with a .330 batting average, 44 home runs, and 139 

RBI. 

When looking at his homer production, it's interesting to see Miggy arrive at the same number in 

two completely different ways. In 2012, he got to 44 by hitting them mostly at home (28 in 

Detroit, 16 everywhere else) and getting hot in the second half (18 homers pre-All-Star break, 26 

post-All-Star break). In 2013, it flipped as he hit the majority of his homers on the road (27 as a 

visitor, 17 at home) and prior to the All-Star break (30 in the first half, 14 in the second half). 

His production has fallen off in the years since, but as he's on the verge of entering the 3,000-hit 

club, he's the most recent player to join the 500-homer club. Be sure to check out some milestone 

Miguel Cabrera home runs while you're here, too. 

Hank Greenberg: 44 Home Runs in 1946 

We had a tie here, but when I went to my tiebreaker of looking at wRC+ and fWAR between 

both performances, Greenberg (165 and 7.2) was the clear winner over Fielder (132 and 3.8). 

This performance from Greenberg was truly his last hurrah of elite production, as it was his 

second-to-last season in professional baseball as a 35-year-old. He finished eighth in MVP 

voting but did take home the single-season home run (44) and RBI (127) crowns in the process. 

It was the fourth time he led the league in each category. 

While Greenberg hit 29 of his 44 homers at home, it's interesting to see his home OPS (1.039) be 

as close as it was to his road OPS (.917). The trick was that when he wasn't hitting homers as a 

visiting player, he was hitting doubles. The veteran hit 29 doubles throughout the year, with 21 
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of them coming on the road. And we can't stop talking about this season from Greenberg without 

mentioning his month of September. 

He finished with a flourish by posting a 1.316 OPS with 16 homers and 39 RBI. To provide 

some perspective here, in the three months prior (June through August), Greenberg hit 17 home 

runs with 60 RBI. 

Tigers Home Run Leaders: The Rest 

Here's what the rest of the top-22 Tigers single-season home run leaders looks like at the 

moment: 

• Cecil Fielder, 1991: 44 home runs 

• Norm Cash, 1961: 41 

• Hank Greenberg, 1940: 41 

• Hank Greenberg, 1937: 40 

• Darrell Evans, 1985: 40 

• Norm Cash, 1962: 39 

• Miguel Cabrera, 2010 and 2016: 38 

• J.D. Martinez, 2015: 38 

• Dean Palmer, 1999: 38 

• Rocky Colavito, 1962: 37 

• Miguel Cabrera, 2008: 37 

• Hank Greenberg, 1935: 36 

• Willie Horton, 1968: 36 

• Cecil Fielder, 1992: 35 

• Rocky Colavito, 1960: 35 

Detroit Tigers Home Run Leaders For a Career: Top 21 

Apparently, racking up enough playing time to be among the Detroit Tigers home run leaders for 

a career isn't easy, folks. As we'll see below, Miguel Cabrera is on the verge of sliding himself 

into second place all-time as long as he can collect just a few more homers. 

But outside of him, there aren't any other active Tigers in the top-30...or the top-60, for that 

matter. The closest active player is Nick Castellanos with 104 dingers as a member of the Tigers. 

He won't be adding to his total any time soon since he signed a five-year deal with the 

Philadelphia Phillies prior to 2022. 

But enough of that -- let's dive into who actually is on the list. We'll first dive into the top five in 

detail before listing out the rest of the top 21. And once you're done here, see how many also 

appear on the Tigers' single-season home run leaderboard. 

Detroit Tigers Home Run Leaders: Top 5 
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Al Kaline: 399 Home Runs 

Al Kaline doesn't appear at all in the top-10 of the Tigers' single-season leaderboard, and he's 

probably one of the few dudes to not appear there but be among the team-specific all-time 

leaders. He had the benefit of being consistent over a long period of time to get to where he did 

for Detroit. 

The 22-year MLB veteran and Hall of Famer debuted as an 18-year-old and played his final 

game as a 39-year-old. During that span, he appeared in 18 All-Star Games, won 10 Gold 

Gloves, slashed .297/.376/.480, and placed in the top-10 of AL MVP voting nine times. He never 

enjoyed a 30-homer campaign in the big leagues. He did hit 29 twice, though (in 1962 and 1966). 

What Kaline did do was hit at least 10 homers in a season for 20 consecutive years from 1955-74 

after hitting just five dingers in his first 168 MLB games. This streak included nine seasons of 

20-plus homers. 
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Norm Cash: 373 Home Runs 

Norm Cash technically isn't a career Tiger, but he might as well be since he spent all but 71 

games of his 17-year career with Detroit. And with Miggy bearing down on him, his time being 

first in line behind Kaline won't last much longer. Unlike Kaline, Cash racked up a similar 

number of homers over a shorter time because he eclipsed the 30-homer plateau on a few 

occasions. 

After hitting 18 dingers in his first year with the club in 1960, he rattled off nine straight years 

with 20-plus homers, as well as completing the feat 11 times in 12 years. Five of those occasions 

included at least 30, with his most powerful stretch coming in 1961 and 1962 when he slugged 

80 combined homers (41 and 39, respectively). 

Cash was on another level in that '61 campaign, slashing .361/.487/.662 with 41 homers, 132 

RBI, and 119 runs scored, along with a league-leading 193 hits. His 1.148 OPS also led the 

league, and it was the only time he finished with one higher than .903 in a single season. To put a 

cherry on top of this performance, the first baseman also finished fourth in AL MVP voting. 

Miguel Cabrera: 368 Home Runs (...And Counting) 

What else is there to say about Miguel Cabrera? He's one of the all-time great hitters of this 

generation, and with his 3,000th hit early in the 2022 season, he put himself on an exclusive 

home run list. We've also spent time looking at some of his milestone home runs, which was a 

fun activity. 

Cabrera's back-to-back MVP campaigns of 2012 and 2013 have been discussed here quite a bit, 

but it's also worth noting how amazingly consistent he was to begin his Tigers career. In his first 

six years with the club after getting acquired via trade from the Florida Marlins, he never played 
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fewer than 148 games. This span included 4,054 plate appearances, and Miggy hit .327/.408/.588 

while averaging 38 home runs and 123 RBI. That'll certainly endear you to a fanbase. 

Hank Greenberg: 306 Home Runs 

Hank Greenberg holds the Tigers' single-season home run record and the franchise record for 

first basemen. Who knows how many he would've ended up with if he didn't miss his age-31 to 

age-33 seasons because of World War II (and the majority of his age-30 season). He led the 

league in homers four times over 13 years, and he also led baseball in RBI four times during his 

career. 

Greenberg played in 345 games across three years after returning from his time overseas and 

before calling it a career. In this time, he hit .275/.392/.548 and averaged 27 home runs with 87 

RBI along the way. He was just the man between 1934 and 1940, though. The legendary slugger 

posted a 1.070 OPS through 4,089 plate appearances while averaging 42 (!) home runs and 163 

(!!) RBI. 

Willie Horton: 262 Home Runs 

Willie Horton took a page out of Cash's book from the perspective of consistency in the power 

department. He finished with double-digit home runs in 15 of his 18 years in the big leagues, and 

while he did surpass the 30-homer mark, it only happened once. It was in 1968 when he hit 36 

while driving in 85 through 578 plate appearances. 

Horton did have six other seasons of 20-plus homers -- including four with at least 27 -- but this 

one sticks out quite naturally. There was one month in 1968 that really made it possible. Over the 

first three months of the year, he hit more than four homers just once. It came in May when he 

collected 12 and slugged .719 in 27 games. Horton was more consistent over the final three 

months, hitting at least five in each, with eight in July being the high point during this subset of 

his season. 

Detroit Tigers Home Run Leaders: The Rest 

Here's what the rest of the Tigers' top-21 career home run leaders looks like: 

• Cecil Fielder: 245 home runs 

• Lou Whitaker: 244 

• Rudy York: 239 

• Lance Parrish: 212 

• Bill Freehan: 200 

• Kirk Gibson: 195 

• Dick McAuliffe: 192 

• Bobby Higginson: 187 

• Alan Trammell: 185 

• Charlie Gehringer: 184 

• Harry Heilmann: 164 
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• Tony Clark: 156 

• Travis Fryman: 149 

• Jim Northrup: 145 

• Chet Lemon: 142 

• Darrell Evans: 141 
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