
Top 19 Single-Season Royals Home Run Leaders 

The Kansas City Royals were established as an MLB team in time for the 1969 season. It took 

the franchise a full 50 years before it produced a hitter that slugged more than 40 home runs in a 

season. But of course, they've now watched two players surpass that benchmark in the span of 

three seasons. Who else is among the Royals home run leaders for a single season at the 

moment? Check it out below to find out. 

Royals Home Run Leaders: Top 5 

Jorge Soler: 48 Home Runs in 2019 

As of this writing, Jorge Soler just took his talents to South Beach to become the Miami Marlins' 

newest power source, but that didn't happen before he made his mark elsewhere. The right-

handed hitter has finished with an OPS higher than .900 in just one season, which was indeed 

2019 when he posted a .922 mark in Kansas City. His 48 homers also marked the first time he hit 

more than 20 in one campaign. 

Talk about announcing yourself with authority, right? 

While Soler's power production looked even when comparing his first half (23 homers, 59 RBI) 

to the second half (25 homers, 58 RBI), his OPS spiked by more than 200 points, going from 

.805 to 1.076. His OPS progressively got better each month following a slow-ish start. Here's 

how it read from April to September: .765, .808, .827, .954, 1.079, and 1.136. He also slugged 20 

of his 48 homers in August and September alone. 

To get more videos and interesting stats about both Soler's campaign and the dude below him 

here, check out what we had to say about them as the co-owners of KC's single-season home run 

record and as the league's leaders during their respective campaigns. 

Salvador Perez: 48 Home Runs in 2021 

Salvador Perez enjoyed four straight seasons of 20-plus homers for the Royals from 2015-18, but 

because of an injury and a pandemic, he didn't get a chance to play a full season again until 2021. 

And boy, he certainly made the wait worthwhile, didn't he? 

The veteran backstop posted consecutive years of 27 homers and 80 RBI in 2017 and 2018, 

which were his career-high marks heading into 2021. Of course, he matched that number of 

dingers in just 302 plate appearances following the All-Star break this past year. Similar to Soler, 

Perez saved his best power display for the end, slugging 22 of his 48 dingers in August and 

September. 

Salvy also absolutely raked against left-handed pitching. He slashed .302/.342/.640 with 18 

homers and 36 RBI in just 184 plate appearances for that specific split. This performance has 

obviously helped him set the franchise record for a single season at catcher. 
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Mike Moustakas: 38 Home Runs in 2017 

Although Mike Moustakas couldn't break the 40-homer plateau, he at least settled for taking the 

franchise home run crown from Steve Balboni. He followed this up with another 35-homer 

campaign for the Milwaukee Brewers in 2019, but the 38-dinger outburst from Moose came a bit 

out of nowhere. 

It wasn't that he didn't display power consistently. Just...not at this level. In the four full years he 

played prior to breaking the record, he accumulated two seasons of at least 20 homers, with his 

career-high mark being 22. 

For Moustakas, though, this was a case of him getting the job done in specific ways and at 

specific times. He slugged 24 of his 38 homers on the road and he accumulated 25 dingers once 

the All-Star break rolled around. The infielder collected another 13 bombs to break the franchise 

record, but his slugging percentage dropped about 90 points between the first and second half. 

And, just as his power peaked in the middle of the season, it fell off over the final two months. 

After hitting eight homers in June and another nine in July, Moustakas combined to hit just eight 

in August and September. 

Steve Balboni: 36 Home Runs in 1985 

Balboni hit just 181 career homers, and he did the majority of his damage over a small span of 

time. Between 1984 and 1988, he registered five straight seasons of 20-plus homers, with his 

lone 30-homer performance coming in 1985 for the Royals. 

When looking at his monthly split, it looked like he had two different seasons in the power 

department. By the end of June, Balboni had 13 homers for Kansas City. Nothing to scoff at, but 

it also didn't seem like he was destined to flit with the 40-homer plateau, either. From the 

beginning of July through the end of the year, he caught fire and slugged 23 homers as the 

Royals prepared for their World Series run. 

Balboni didn't even record an extra-base hit during his postseason career (1984 and 1985 with 

KC), but he did slash .320/.433/.320 in the 1985 World Series. It's pretty awesome when you can 

break the franchise's single-season home run record and win a title in the same year, right? Right. 

Gary Gaetti: 35 Home Runs in 1995 

Gary Gaetti spent parts of three seasons with Kansas City out of his 20-year career and nearly 

etched his name atop the franchise's single-season home run leaderboard at the time in 1995. 

Gaetti won a Silver Slugger award while slashing .261/.329/.518 with those 35 homers and 96 

RBI. He also placed 10th in AL MVP voting. His performance was quite similar when looking at 

his home/road splits (.849 OPS vs. .843 OPS) and first-half/second-half splits (.856 OPS vs. .837 

OPS). However, August is what put him within earshot of Balboni in the first place, 

slashing .313/.405/.677 in 117 plate appearances. 
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This included his highest monthly homer output (10) and his second-highest RBI output (22). It 

was a welcome change from the previous two months, in which he combined to slug nine homers 

with 29 RBI and an OPS that didn't crack .800. 

Royals Home Run Leaders: The Rest 

Here's what the remainder of the Royals' top-19 most powerful seasons looks like: 

• John Mayberry, 1975: 34 home runs 

• Danny Tartabull, 1987: 34 

• Dean Palmer, 1998: 34 

• Jermaine Dye, 2000: 33 

• Bo Jackson, 1989: 32 

• Danny Tartabull, 1991: 31 

• George Brett, 1985: 30 

• Chili Davis, 1997: 30 

• Kendrys Morales, 2016: 30 

• Carlos Beltran, 2002: 29 

• Mike Sweeney, 2000 and 2001: 29 

• Billy Butler, 2012: 29 

• Steve Balboni, 1986: 29 

The Top 27 Royals All-Time Home Run Leaders 

As we'll see below, the Royals all-time home run leaders list has just one player who has slugged 

more than 300 home runs during their time with the club. That one dude didn't show up on KC's 

single-season home run leaderboard, but he managed to do a few other things well, snowballing 

it into a Hall of Fame career. 

Let's chat about him a little more, the active player currently chasing him for the top spot, and 

who else is currently in the Royals' top 27. 

Royals All Time Home Run Leaders: Top 5 

George Brett: 317 Home Runs 

George Brett accomplished quite a bit during a 21-year MLB career that ended with him getting 

enshrined at Cooperstown. The legendary third baseman racked up three batting titles (including 

hitting .390 in 1980), one MVP award, a World Series title, three Silver Sluggers, a Gold Glove, 

and 13 All-Star Game appearances. He's obviously among the team-specific all-time home run 

leaders, but that didn't seem to be a big part of his game. 

Brett collected eight seasons of 20-plus homers during his career but isn't anywhere to be seen on 

the Royals' single-season home run leaderboard. He did enjoy one 30-homer campaign when he 

slugged exactly 30 and drove in 112 while slashing .335/.436/.585 in 1985. Brett took home a 
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Silver Slugger and his only Gold Glove during that campaign but finished second in MVP 

voting. Since his year ended with a World Series title, I think he was probably OK with that 

trade-off. 

The left-handed hitter collected exactly 15 dingers at home and another 15 on the road. He really 

stepped it up over the final three months, though. By the end of June, he had hit just eight homers 

(including none in June). From July through September, he didn't hit fewer than seven in a 

month, finishing off the regular season with eight in the final month. 

Salvador Perez: 223 Home Runs (...and counting) 

Salvador Perez owns a share of KC's single-season home run record with Jorge Soler. His 48 

dingers in 2021 also gave him a share of the AL lead in home runs with Vladimir Guerrero Jr. 

Although 2022 is his age-32 season, he'll likely have plenty of opportunities to get himself past 

Brett on the Royals' career home run list. The veteran backstop is under contract through 2025, 

and Kansas City also holds a team option for 2026. 

His 2021 performance obviously sticks out, but Perez has been consistent in the home run 

department since making his debut. Outside of hitting just three in 39 games during 2011, Salvy 

has never finished a season with fewer than 11. That included the pandemic-shortened 2020 

season. He returned to the field after missing all of 2019 due to injury and slashed .333/.353/.633 

with 11 homers and 32 RBI in 156 plate appearances. That won him a Silver Slugger award and 

proved to be a foreshadowing of the ridiculous power display he put on the following season. 

Mike Sweeney: 197 Home Runs 

When it came to the Royals in the late 1990s and early 2000s, there wasn't exactly a ton of good 

stuff to root for consistently. One thing KC fans could enjoy was the performance of Mike 

Sweeney. He experienced a nice peak between 1999 and 2005 for the club, and it sticks out on 

his Baseball-Reference page because of the years it's sandwiched by before and after that run. 

Between 1995 and 1998, Sweeney slugged 19 homers with 90 RBI and a .716 OPS in 691 plate 

appearances. From 2006 to 2010, he slugged 33 homers with 143 RBI and a .756 OPS in 1,111 

plate appearances. In the middle, though? A typical year from the right-handed hitter included a 

.905 OPS (.313/.384/.522 line) with an average of 23 home runs and 97 RBI in 567 plate 

appearances. All five of his All-Star Game appearances came during this span, as well as the 

three instances where Sweeney placed within the top-25 of AL MVP voting. 

Amos Otis: 193 Home Runs 

Amos Otis spent his first two big-league seasons with the New York Mets in 1967 and 1969, 

along with playing for the Pittsburgh Pirates in the final year of his career in 1984. He spent the 

other 14 of his 17 seasons in the majors with the Royals, which allowed him to rack up as many 

dingers as he did. Otis was more of a base-stealing threat on the diamond (he stole 341 total 

bases), so he only eclipsed 20-plus homers twice as a big leaguer (26 in 1973 and 22 in 1978). 
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The outfielder finished in the top five of AL MVP voting on both of those occasions, but the 

overall best offensive performance of his career came in 1978. He placed fourth in MVP voting 

after posting a career-best .905 OPS (.298/.380/.525 line). This campaign included the only 20-

20 performance of Otis' career (22 homers, 32 steals) and was accompanied by a career-high 96 

RBI. 

From 1970 to 1982, Otis did finish with double-digit home runs 11 times. The two occasions he 

didn't? He just missed double digits by hitting nine homers both times (in '75 and '81). 

Alex Gordon: 190 Home Runs 

A career Royal, Alex Gordon's calling card during his 13 years in the big leagues was what he 

did with his glove in the outfield. The three-time All-Star and 2015 World Champion won eight 

Gold Gloves and two Platinum Glove awards. His first four Gold Gloves came consecutively 

from 2011-14, and his last four also came consecutively from 2017-20. 

Similar to Otis, Gordon only racked up two different seasons of 20-plus homers. He remained 

consistent in hitting double digits, though, collecting at least 10 dingers 10 times. Gordon's best 

two-year stretch on offense came in 2011 and 2012. His OPS marks of .879 and .822 were the 

two best single-season numbers of his career, and it was the only time he finished above .800 in 

consecutive years. 

Meanwhile, Gordon's 2011 performance led to career-high marks in homers (23) and RBI (87). 

However, he did put up more than respectable numbers in those categories the following year (14 

and 72, respectively). He also posted back-to-back seasons with 40-plus doubles, which included 

a league-leading 51 in 2012. 

Royals All Time Home Run Leaders: The Rest 

The Royals' top-27 career home run leaders currently looks like this: 

• Hal McRae: 169 home runs 

• Frank White: 160 

• John Mayberry: 143 

• Mike Moustakas: 139 

• Eric Hosmer: 127 

• Billy Butler: 127 

• Danny Tartabull: 124 

• Carlos Beltran: 123 

• Steve Balboni: 119 

• Bo Jackson: 109 

• Mike Macfarlane: 103 

• Joe Randa: 86 

• Jermaine Dye: 85 

• Jorge Soler: 80 

• Willie Aikens: 77 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/gordoal01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mcraeha01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/whitefr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=maybejo02,maybejo01&search=John+Mayberry&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/moustmi01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hosmeer01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=butlebi03,butler004bil&search=Billy+Butler&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/tartada01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/beltrca01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/balbost01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/j/jacksbo01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/macfami01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/randajo01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/dyeje01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/solerjo01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/aikenwi01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral


• Whit Merrifield: 74 

• John Buck: 70 

• Hunter Dozier: 69 

• Johnny Damon: 65 

• David DeJesus: 61 

• Darrell Porter: 61 

• Gary Gaetti: 61 
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