
Single-Season Rays Home Run Leaders: Top 15 

The Tampa Bay Rays have only seen one player slug at least 40 home runs since their first 

season in 1998, but they've had a number of close calls since Carlos Peña accomplished the feat 

in 2007. One of the closest calls happened in 2021. Let's take a stroll down memory lane and see 

who is among the Rays home run leaders for a single season. 

We'll discuss the top five in depth before listing out the remainder of the top 15. 

Rays Home Run Leaders: Top 5 

Carlos Peña: 46 Home Runs in 2007 

It was a sharp rise in production for Peña leading up to him setting the Rays' single-season home 

run record. In the two seasons prior to his 2007 performance, he appeared in just 97 games (332 

plate appearances) for the Detroit Tigers and Boston Red Sox. In that time, he posted a .799 OPS 

with 19 home runs and 47 RBI. This included just one homer in 18 games for Boston in 2006. 

Before this 46-homer performance, Peña's single-season career-high mark came in 2004 when he 

hit 27 dingers. 

The first baseman's run production was practically identical at home (23 homers, 61 RBI) as it 

was on the road (23 homers, 60 RBI). While he posted a slugging percentage above .600 in both 

the first and second half, he finished with a flourish to become the Rays' first -- and for now, 

only -- 40-homer hitter. Actually, his monthly progression in both homers and RBI is interesting 

to watch. 

From April to September, here's what his homer production looked like: 4, 6, 7, 8, 8, 13. And 

here's what his RBI production looked like: 13, 15, 17, 22, 25, 29. So, it was a slow build to 

September, which was easily his best month of the year (1.279 OPS in 122 plate appearances). 

Brandon Lowe: 39 Home Runs in 2021 

We'll soon see that Tampa Bay has watched a couple of players get themselves into the mid- and 

upper-30s with regard to homer production in recent years. But until Brandon Lowe did it in 

2021, nobody had gotten on the doorstep of 40 dingers in a Rays uniform since Peña in 2009 

(which we'll talk about in a second). 

After a 143-plate-appearance simple in 2018, Lowe has been a consistent power source for 

Tampa Bay. Over the 1,186 plate appearances that have followed, he's mashed 70 homers with a 

.526 slugging percentage. 

Once the 2021 All-Star break rolled around, Lowe was hitting a good number of homers (21, to 

be exact), but still owned just a .782 OPS off the strength of a .208/.316/.465 line in 335 plate 

appearances. In his final 280 trips to the plate, he leveled up his performance by hitting 

.292/.368/.591 (a .959 OPS) with 18 homers, 51 RBI, and 20 doubles. 
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Carlos Peña: 39 Home Runs in 2009 

Peña enjoyed three seasons of 30 homers and 100 RBI during his 14-year MLB career. They all 

came in consecutive years, and they all happened while he was a member of the Rays. These 

efforts helped him rise to second all-time on the Rays' career home run leaderboard. After hitting 

31 dingers with 102 RBI in 2008, he followed that up with a league-leading 39 dingers and 

another 100 RBI. He also was selected to his first and only All-Star Game during this campaign. 

Although the plate appearances were lopsided toward the first half, Peña did the majority of his 

work in the homer department prior to the All-Star break, with 24 of his 39 dingers coming at 

that time. Similar to 2007, his power production at home (19 homers, 51 RBI) was oddly similar 

to what he did on the road (20 homers, 49 RBI). 

While he was a monster during Rays victories, he also came close to disappearing in losses. 

When Tampa Bay won, Peña slashed .265/.390/.681 with 29 homers and 77 RBI. In losses, those 

numbers dropped to .180/.314/.360, 10, and 23, respectively. 

Logan Morrison: 38 Home Runs in 2017 

Logan Morrison had two seasons of 20-plus home runs during his career. Prior to hitting 38 in 

2017 for the Rays, his career-high mark was 23 in 2011 for the Marlins. In the two years leading 

up to this power surge, LoMo hit 31 homers in 909 plate appearances. In parts of three seasons 

following that performance, he hit 18 in 425 plate appearances. So, this definitely acted as a last 

hurrah in his age-29 campaign. 

It's interesting to see that he was a completely different hitter when looking at his home and 

away numbers, and he saved his best work for the road. At the Trop, Morrison had just a .709 

OPS with 11 homers and 35 RBI, while those numbers jumped up to 1.020, 27, and 50 as a 

visiting player. He also did the majority of his work prior to the All-Star break, as his OPS 

dropped more than 100 points between the first and second half, and 24 of his 38 dingers came 

during the initial stretch of the season. 

Evan Longoria: 36 Home Runs in 2016 

We're writing this as Evan Longoria is preparing to enter his age-36 season. Although he was an 

excellent player -- especially during his early years with the Rays -- it appears that his 36-homer 

output in 2016 was the last time he'd get a shot at reaching those specific heights in the power 

department. He enjoyed three seasons of 30-plus homers in his first six seasons, but this 

occurrence has been the only time he's done it since 2014. 

Longoria enjoyed attacking the first pitch in this campaign, as he slugged eight of his homers and 

posted a 1.094 OPS in that situation. Another 12 of his home runs came on either a 0-1 or 1-1 

count (six dingers each), posting an OPS of at least 1.200 for both scenarios. His OPS+ 

progressively got higher throughout an inning, as it went from 114 with no outs to 124 with one 

out and 134 with two outs. 

https://mlbdailydingers.com/2022/07/rays-all-time-home-run-leaders/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=morrilo01,morris002log&search=Logan+Morrison&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral
https://mlbdailydingers.com/2022/03/marlins-single-season-home-run-leaders/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/longoev01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=&utm_medium=referral


He may have frontloaded the majority of his home run production with the Rays, but this 

performance certainly sticks out, especially because he's currently Tampa Bay's all-time home 

run leader. 

Rays Home Run Leaders: The Rest 

Here's what the remainder of the top-15 most powerful seasons in Rays history looks like: 

• Aubrey Huff, 2003: 34 home runs 

• Evan Longoria, 2009: 33 

• Austin Meadows, 2019: 33 

• Evan Longoria, 2013: 32 

• Fred McGriff, 1999: 32 

• Evan Longoria, 2011: 31 

• Carlos Peña, 2008: 31 

• Steven Souza Jr., 2017: 30 

• C.J. Cron, 2018: 30 

• Brad Miller, 2016: 30 

Top 24 Rays All-Time Home Run Leaders  

Although they haven't been around very long, the Rays all-time home run leaders list is full of 

memorable players from Tampa Bay's short history. Roster turnover has always been a question 

for the Rays as a small-market club. What that looks like going into the future will be a big factor 

in how much the below list changes in the coming years. 

We'll first discuss the top-five home run hitters in Rays history before listing out the remainder 

of the top 24. 

Rays All Time Home Run Leaders: Top 5 

Evan Longoria: 261 Home Runs 

Although he no longer plays for the Rays, Evan Longoria is one of the few team-specific all-time 

home run leaders who are still active in the big leagues. Most of Longo’s tenure in Tampa Bay 

was quite consistent when looking at his home run production, too. 

He spent 10 years with the organization, and the third baseman finished nine of them with at 

least 20 home runs. The only time he didn’t do that was in 2012, when he slugged 17 in just 74 

games played. Another thing that helped in this consistency was Longoria’s ability to stay on the 

field. 

That 2012 season was the only time he played fewer than 120 games in one year for the Rays. He 

appeared in 150-plus contests seven times, including at least 160 four consecutive years from 
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2013 to 2016. But when it comes to overall production, the first four years of Longoria’s career 

were among his best. 

From his age-22 through age-25 seasons, he slashed a collective .274/.360/.515 while averaging 

28 home runs, 37 doubles, 100 RBI, and 85 runs scored. He appeared in three All-Star Games, 

won two Gold Gloves, took home one Silver Slugger, and finished within the top-20 of AL MVP 

voting four times. That also doesn’t include him winning the 2008 AL Rookie of the Year 

Award. 

Longoria finished each of these four seasons with an OPS above .850. He’s only accomplished 

that once since 2012. 
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Carlos Peña: 163 Home Runs 

For now, Carlos Peña is not only the Rays’ single-season home run record holder, but other 

powerful seasons have also landed him elsewhere atop Tampa’s leaderboard. 

Peña clearly saved the best work of his MLB career for the Rays. During his 14 years in the big 

leagues, he enjoyed six seasons of 20-plus homers. Four of those occasions came with Tampa, 

and in consecutive years from 2007 through 2010. Peña enjoyed three straight years with at least 

30 homers and 100 RBI from 2007-09. 

What’s interesting about his 2008 performance, which included 31 dingers, is how consistent he 

was across multiple splits. He slugged 14 homers at home and 17 on the road that season. The 

first baseman also slugged 14 homers in the first half before returning from the All-Star break to 

hit another 17 dingers. 

He accomplished this by missing virtually all of June. Peña appeared in six games and hit just 

one dinger during this time. Although he didn’t enjoy a month with double-digit homers that 

year, he did post three months with at least six. 

A similar series of events happened the following year when he slugged 39 for the Rays. From 

April to July, Peña posted three months of at least six homers (nine in April, eight in May, and 

six in June). He appeared in seven September games, which led to only one homer. The month of 

August was key, as he slugged 12 homers and collected 29 RBI while posting a 1.050 OPS in 

107 plate appearances. 

Aubrey Huff: 128 Home Runs 

Before he went on to be part of two World Series-winning teams in San Francisco, Aubrey Huff 

began his MLB career with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. His first two seasons (2000-01) included 

just 12 homers in 563 total plate appearances (150 games played). The outfielder spent the next 

four full seasons in Tampa, and he slugged 20-plus dingers on each occasion. 
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This also included a three-run stretch of at least 90 RBI. Huff also went over the century mark 

for RBI twice (’03 and ’04). This period was the most powerful of Huff's career. He first slugged 

a career-high 34 dingers in 2003 before following it up with another 29 in 2004. 

His averages during this span included 32 homers, 37 doubles, 106 RBI, and 92 runs scored. 

That ’03 performance included exactly 17 homers before and after the All-Star break. His best 

month of all was May, though. Huff slugged 10 homers and posted a 1.012 OPS in 116 plate 

appearances. That was the only time he experienced a month with more than four homers 

through the end of July. Then he went off from August 1st through the end of the year by hitting 

15 total (seven in August, eight in September). 

B.J. Upton: 118 Home Runs 

B.J. Upton had himself an interesting MLB career. One that likely ended much earlier than he 

originally anticipated. The fleet-footed outfielder’s performance from 2013-16 took a steep 

overall dive, meaning his best work came with Tampa. He debuted in 2004 as a 19-year-old, 

posting a .733 OPS in 45 games played. Upton didn’t appear in the big leagues again until 2006 

when he played in another 50 games. 

His first full year in the majors was a doozy. Through 548 plate appearances, Upton slashed 

.300/.386/.508 with 24 home runs, 25 doubles, 22 steals, 82 RBI, and 86 runs scored. His speed 

stayed consistent throughout the rest of his Rays tenure, but the power was up-and-down. 

Upton never stole fewer than 30 bases in a season following that 2007 campaign. This included 

three straight performances of 40-plus steals from 2008-10. He followed up those 24 homers 

with just nine in 2008, but the right-handed hitter made a steady climb prior to departing for 

Atlanta. Upton then hit 11 homers in 2009, 18 in 2010, 23 in 2011, and then a career-high 28 in 

2012. 

Through the end of July during that 2012 campaign, Upton had hit just nine homers before 

slugging 19 over the final two months. This included 12 dingers with a .902 OPS in September. 

Ben Zobrist: 114 Home Runs 

Like Upton, Ben Zobrist got a taste of the big leagues in his first couple of seasons before 

cementing himself as a regular. He appeared in no more than 62 games during his first three 

campaigns, but that final one included 12 homers and a .844 OPS in just 227 plate appearances. 

The utility fielder went on to play in 145-plus games for Tampa in each of the next six years, 

including five seasons of at least 150 games played. Zobrist’s power was also a bit up and down. 

He never finished a full season with fewer than 10 homers. However, the switch-hitter had three 

20-plus homer performances, along with three other campaigns that never finished above 12 

dingers. 
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Zobrist slugged exactly 20 homers in a season in 2011 and 2012, but his most powerful showing 

came in 2009. He appeared in the first of his three All-Star Games and finished eighth in AL 

MVP voting after slashing .297/.405/.543 with 27 homers, 91 RBI, and 91 runs scored. 

He stepped to the plate just about the same number of times in the first half (297 plate 

appearances) as he did in the second half (302 plate appearances). Zobrist did most of his work 

before the break, as he hit 17 dingers and drove in 52 runs while posting a 1.012 OPS. Once he 

returned from the midsummer classic, those numbers dropped to 10, 39, and .886, respectively. 

Rays All Time Home Run Leaders: The Rest 

Here's what the remainder of the Rays' top-24 career home run hitters looks like at the moment: 

• Carl Crawford: 104 home runs 

• Fred McGriff: 99 

• Brandon Lowe: 84 (...and counting) 
• Kevin Kiermaier: 82  

• Matt Joyce: 76 

• Jonny Gomes: 66 
• Austin Meadows: 65 (...and counting) 

• Steven Souza Jr.: 63 

• Greg Vaughn: 60 

• Desmond Jennings: 55 
• Rocco Baldelli: 53 

• Ji-Man Choi: 52 (...and counting) 

• Corey Dickerson: 51 
• Toby Hall: 44 

• Brad Miller: 44 

• Jorge Cantu: 44 

• Logan Forsythe: 43 

• Willy Adames: 43 
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